Executive Director’s Report
December 17, 2015
NEWS
Congratulations to the 2015 Josephine J. Decima Award for Excellence in the Field of Special
Education recipient, Bridget Glunz-Wenner, a special education teacher at Upper Dauphin Area
High School. This award was established to honor the life of the late Josephine Decima, a former
CAIU educator, who helped pioneer the field of special education in central Pennsylvania.
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES
CAIU iPad Summit
The fourth annual CAIU iPad Summit was held on Friday, December 11, with over 100 attendees.
The Summit brings together educators, technology directors, principals and school leaders for a
day of presentations, workshops and hands-on sessions to identify emerging best practices and
effective methods of implementing and using iPads in the classroom. Susquenita School District
provided a keynote presentation about their experience on becoming a Distinguished Apple
School.
STUDENT SERVICES
Blind/Vision Support - Unified English Braille Workshop
On Wednesday November 18, 2015, Stephanie Casey (CAIU Teacher of Students with Visual
Impairments) and Londa Petersen (Vision Resources of Central PA (VROCP) Access Technology
Specialist) conducted a workshop on Unified English Braille as part of the VROCP Programs and
Services Committee. The current literary Braille Code (English Braille American Edition) is going to
be replaced with a new code called Unified English Braille. This code will be officially adopted on
January 4, 2016. Londa and Stephanie provided an overview of the changes and answered
questions regarding the UEB code throughout their instruction.
Preschool/Early Intervention
• Parent Orientation Meetings have been taking place in November and December. These
meetings are for preschool families who will be transitioning into Kindergarten for the 2016-17
school year and are facilitated by the Preschool Transition Coordinator and the school district
representative(s). Formal transition meetings will take place in January and February with all
24 school districts.
th
• Dr. Rhonda Brunner and Eric Bostick attended “EI On The Hill” on November 17 to talk to
legislators about the importance of early intervention.
• Our Assistive Technology partnership with infant/toddler colleagues is off to a good start with
the launch of our Tiny Talkers lunch series and forum. These opportunities occur one time
per month allowing infant/toddler and preschool professionals to engage in learning and
problem solving related to assistive technology needs of the children we serve. This

partnership is an outreach of our most recent assistive technology grant obtained in EI
Speech/Language.
Occupational Therapy
• There is an Occupational Therapy student from Chatham University who will be doing her
Level II fieldwork internship in the EI and school age programs from January to March 2016.
• An Occupational Therapy Assistant student from Central Penn College just completed her
Level II fieldwork internship in both the school age and preschool programs.
Pupil Services/Hospital/ELECT-EFI
• The annual ELECT/EFI Holiday Event included Toys for Tots representation and toy
donations for the students and a visit with Santa with photos.
• Hershey Medical Center ~ Children’s Hospital has their annual Christmas Store event for
families who have children in the hospital. Thank you to Kimberly Matthews, Denise Kramer
and Janilyn Elias who will be volunteering on December 22, 2015 for the “Santa’s Store”.
• Beth-Ann McConnell has been invited to join the State Leadership and Management Team to
work closely with social work services and agencies within the state of PA.
Hill Top Academy
• Current enrollment is 123.
• Hill Top Academy staff and students celebrated all they are thankful for with a traditional
Thanksgiving dinner on 11/19/15. They were joined by several supporters, including
members of the Upper Allen police department, LEAs, CAIU cabinet members and Board
members.
• Mr. Shickley's Middle School Autism Support classroom took an experiential field trip to do
indoor rock climbing at the Climbnasium in Mechanicsburg. The Climbnasium is owned by
Mike DeCalvacante who also owns Above Limits.org. Above Limits is a nonprofit program
that enables climbing programs to be available to all people with all different "abilities". Staff
and students had a memorable and confidence building experience that they will not soon
forget!
• Ms. Wertz’s High School Emotional Support students participated in Computer Science
Education Week’s “Hour of Code” activities. The Hour of Code is an international activity
designed to engage students in introductory coding activities for an hour a day for a week, to
demystify computer science and build 21st century skills.
• There will be a feature of the therapy dog program at Hill Top Academy in a regular series in
Voice magazine called “Learning Lessons: Great ideas, Great schools.” The series highlights
exceptional programs happening in Pennsylvania public schools and offers tips for other
schools that may look to implement something similar. The article will have an accompanying
video on the PSEA website.
Audiology
• Educational Audiologist Roundtable: In partnership with PATTAN, Diane Graybill, CAIU
Audiologist, has established a network for Educational Audiologists. The first meeting was
held on Friday, December 11, at PATTAN Harrisburg.

School-Age Speech/Language
• Erin McIntosh, newly hired ASHA-certified SLP, will join the staff on December 22,
2015. She will be providing services in Susquehanna Township School District through
June.
Equitable Participation:
• Requests for consultation services continue to grow in the non-public schools. We are now
working with ten non-public schools and multiple teachers in some of the buildings. Work
has focused on behavior management, phonemic awareness, use of leveled reading
passages to promote accuracy, fluency, and comprehension, and how to teach syllable
types and strategies for decoding multi-syllabic words.
• An Equitable Participation (EP) Newsletter is published monthly and distributed to all nonpublic school principals.
• The next EP Learning Support Network meeting will be held December 15, 2015 from
1 - 2:30 p.m. at the Enola Office. Discussion will focus on math instruction.

NOTIFICATION OF ACTIVITIES
•
•
•
•

Attended PAIU Central Region Executive Directors Monthly meeting in State College.
Attended the Association of Educational Service Agencies (AESA) Conference in New
Orleans, LA.
Attended the Regional Consortium for Excellence & Equity session, “Targeted Capacity
Building with Diverse Students and their Families.”
Participated in the United Way Central Region’s Education Task Force meeting.

SAVE THE DATE
PDE Data Summit: Planning is underway for the 3rd PDE Data Summit to be held in Hershey from
May 22 – 25, 2016. Several IU15 staff have volunteered to help with the Summit and will receive
free conference registration in return for their efforts. Board members are invited to
attend.

Upcoming CAIU Events
All Staff Day – January 18, 2016 – All CAIU employees will attend the All Staff Day at the Best
Western Premier Hotel and Conference Center, Harrisburg. A variety of activities and
presentations is planned for the morning, and staff will participate in workshop sessions or service
projects during the afternoon.

